
Michael Redhead Champagne has spent over two decades speaking out and leading by 
example. He takes a hopeful and solution-oriented approach to youth engagement, 
facilitation, community organizing and mobilization.  

  

In 2018, Michael received a Kids Help Phone Regional Volunteer Award & in 2017 was 
recognized with a Meritorious Service Decoration from the Governor General of 
Canada. 2016 Canadian Red Cross Young Humanitarian of the Year and in TIME 
Magazine as a Next Generation Leader. Michael has also received a Manitoba 
Aboriginal Youth Achievement Award as well as recognition as a CBC Manitoba Future 
40 leader, a Manitoba Hero, and a Future Leader of Manitoba. He has been included as 
part of the Bell Let’s Talk mental health movement in both 2018 & 2019. 

 

As a founder of AYO! (Aboriginal Youth Opportunities), he is committed to a wide 
variety of community initiatives including Meet Me at the Bell Tower, AYO Politix, 
ARROWS Youth Engagement Strategy, 13 Moons Harm Reduction & Fearless R2W. 
He is passionate about mentoring young people, encouraging all to share their gifts and 
build their system literacy. He has appeared in various media platforms including 
APTN’s First Contact & has served as co-host for CKUW’s Inner City Voices for the past 
5 years. Michael has served as president of North End Community Renewal 
Corporation, a board member for the Circle of Life Thunderbird House and Marymound 
Inc. In 2016, he served on the Bank of Canada’s #BankNOTEable Advisory Committee 
with a task of creating a short list of women nominated by the public to appear on a new 
bank note. His recent system work includes the Manitoba Child Welfare Legislative 
Review Committee, the federal Expert Panel on Youth Employment & with Kids Help 
Phone, both the Texting Advisory Committee & Indigenous Advisory Council. 

 

Michael is known for his straight up and heartfelt style that will leave you moved, 
inspired and ready for action. 


